New Jersey Tournaments

Koach Karl,

I have been working with Rick Meana, New Jersey Youth Soccer, Director of Coaching , to put together a presentation at our next Board of Directors
meeting to make all NJYS U10 tournaments a non-result venue. I will be making the motion for this at our BOD meeting this Friday, Aug. 10. So you can see time is of the essence for me and hopefully you will be able to add some insight in time.

Let me take some time to give you my soccer background so you can understand my passion for the sport. I have been involved for 24 years, 23 as a coach & administrator and the last year just as a administrator. I have coached from U9's up to including U19's. Through this period teams have been a NJYS State Cup finalist 4 times, however, also there was a 2-35-2 season. So I have experienced both ends of the spectrum. Also, running the NJYS ODP program for one year was another look at the competitiveness. In 1995, I was honored to be named the USYSA Boys National Coach of the Year. However, this isn't about me. As I said, I felt the background was necessary to recognize my passion for youth soccer.

Even though I have been fortunate enough to coach highly competitive teams, my last few years have been focused on the more recreational atmosphere of the game especially the U10 group. I have been trying for a few years to get NJYS to mandate non-result tournaments for the U10 group without success. Although, all was not in vain. I did get a motion passed where U10 venues in NJYS tournaments cannot have overtime or "shoot-outs". If it is tied, then duplicate trophies. 
So one step at a time....now I want what you have. Festivals, jamborees where everybody gets a participation medallion or plaque. NO more 1st..2nd..3rd..everyone plays, exchanges patches, gets their goodie and goes away feeling great about what they just did.

The period I was President of the South Jersey Soccer League (60 clubs - 500 teams) when we went to the small sided format, the format was no standings--no trophies. Also, the small Recreation league that Cherry Hill United just started is going to be everybody gets participation goodie. No standings. U9, U10, U11, U12 play 8v8 with 7 x 21 goals.

This past year I told the referee assignor (yep, I do that too!) that I would do some of the U10 matches instead of the "older" children since I felt it would give me another perspective. Boy, how interesting. So many of the U10 coaches were coaching not to lose rather than letting the
children play and the subbing...that's another story.

So we are going for it this Friday. I have your NSCAA May/June 2001 article and your Soccer America article. Also, I have the NSCAA January/February 2001 article by Jay Marin, PhD... I briefly went on your web page, however, would you direct me to what section has additional back-up for this project.

Some questions I anticipate.... How is it working in California? How is a fee structure established? (After all, a lot of leagues & clubs have tournaments to raise lots of money as their primary goal). Do the venues draw out of state teams at the 8v8 level? Are U10 teams permitted to beef up with guess players and play the U11 venue? Are guest players permitted on the U10 rosters for the 8v8 venue? I'm sure there will be more, but Rick and I are ready for them. We are going to do it. Looking forward to
make contact and provide info for support.

Cheers,

Jerry Jerome


