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THE BASIC TERMS

SYSTEM : position,tasks,activities of the pl.
STYLE      interpretation of system
STRATEGY:long or short time aims for 

reaching the objectives
TACTICS : solving the real game situations
TECHNIQUE :means of solving real g.s.
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THE BASIC TERMS

Phase of the Game

Systems of the Game

Combination of the
Game

Individual performance
of the player

Individual performance
of the Goalkeeper

Set  Plays



Z.M.Sivek:Development of the 
Game and Major Trends,07/07

Seneca Soccer Association (SSA)
4

PHASE OF THE GAME

• Transition from Defence to Attack

• Attack

• Transition from Attack to Defence

• Defence
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SYSTEMS OF THE GAME

S Y S T E M

- Basic position of the players on the pitch
- 0rganisational activities of the players
- Game tasks of the individual player
- Game tasks of the team groups
- Game tasks of the team
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FORMS OF THE SYSTEMS

• Classical System
• W-M  System
• 4-2-4
• 4-3-3
• 4-4-2
• 3-5-2
• 4-5-1
Note: different system - different tactics
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HISTORY OF THE SYSTEM

CLASSICAL

/ 1920-1935 /
X     X    X   X   X

X          X         X

X            X
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HISTORY OF THE SYSTEM

W – M system

/1935-1953/ X             X              X

X                    X

X                    X

X              X             X
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HISTORY OF THE SYSTEM

4 – 2 – 4

/ 60 – 70 /
X     X     X     X  

X               X                  

X     X      X      X
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MODERN DEVELOPMENT
OF THE GAME

• 4-3-3
• 3-5-2
• 4-4-2
• 4-5-1
• 1-3-1-3-2

S Y S T E M S
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MAJOR TRENDS

B.  V O G T S

In modern football there

is not some tactical se-
cret.

Globalisation in football
does not know borders

of information.
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MAJOR TRENDS

I N

OF
PLAYERS AND TEAMS

PERFORMANCES

TACTICS
TECHNIQUE

PHYSICAL FITNESS
PSYCHOLOGY
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MAJOR TRENDS
TECHNIQUE

TECHNIQUE

INTEGRAL
TECHNIQUE

DYNAMIC
TECHNIQUE

FUNDAMENTAL
TECHNIQUE

3  TYPES
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MAJOR TRENDS
TECHNIQUE

FUNDAMENTAL

TECHNIQUE

a basic manipulation

with the ball

obrázek
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MAJOR TRENDS
Technique

DYNAMIC TECHNIQUE

technique in connection
with speed
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MAJOR TRENDS
Technique

INTEGRAL TECHNIQUE

automatisation

IT = RG = CR + IN
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MAJOR TRENDS
SYSTEM VARIATION

4 – 4 – 2

with

MIDFIELD  DIAMONT
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MAJOR TRENDS
SYSTEM VARIATION

4-3-3-/4-1-4-1/

with

CENTRAL DIAMOND

+

WINGERS
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MAJOR TRENDS
SYSTEM VARIATION

4 -3-3/4-2-3-1/

with

ATTACKING DIAMONT
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MAJOR TRENDS
SYSTEM VARIATION

4 - 3 - 3

with

DIAMONT VARIATION
OF

FC  BARCELONA 
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS - Formation

K E Y      E L E M E N T 

- Zonal Back 4
- Three –man defence
- Sreening player/s/
- Wide midfielders
- Wingers
- Creative Midfielders
- Twin Strikers
- Lone Striker



Z.M.Sivek:Development of the 
Game and Major Trends,07/07

Seneca Soccer Association (SSA)
22

MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS - Formation

B R A Z I L

4   - 4   - 2

Two Midfield

Screens

O2 O3 O4 O6

O5

O11

O8 O10

O7

O9
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS - Formation

ARGENTINA

4 - 4 - 2

Midfield Diamont

O21 O2 O6 O3

O8

O5 O18

O10

O7

O9
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS - Formation

CZECH REPUBLIC

4  - 5 - 1

One Midfield Screen

O2 O22 O21 O6

O4

O8 O10 O11 O20

O9
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Formation

NETHERLANDS

4 – 3 - 3

Three-Man Midfield
Two Wingers
One Centre Forward

O3 O13 O4 O5

O20

O 18 O8

O17 O11

O9
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Formation/WCH06/
19 TEAMS

� 4-4-2:zonal back four
:two midf.sreen
or midf.diamond

� Two strikers
7  TEAMS

� 4-5-1:zonal back four
� one/two midf. screen
� lone striker

1 TEAM
� 4-3-3: zonal back four
� Three-man midfield

5 TEAMS
� 3-5-2: zonal back four
� five-man midf.
� two strikers
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

W  H  Y  ?

Arsen W e n g e r :

"To improve the quality

of playing,coaching,
observing and/refeering/
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS -Reading the Game

SEEING
UNDERSTANDING

RESPONDING
to what is happening in a particular

match
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

Michel PLATINI

"MY GREAT GIFT WAS

MY ABILITY TO READ
THE GAME"
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

A.            BEFORE THE GAME

B.            DURING THE GAME

C.            AFTER THE GAME
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

BEFORE THE GAME

� Previous Experience

and
Current Experience

� Match Preparation

BEFORE THE GAME

� Study the tactics

� Watch video/DVD
� Observe tr.sessions

� Collect info by reading
� Discussing
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME
G E N E R A L L Y

� A.     Watch
� B.      Anticipate
� C.      Interpret

� D.      Decide

DURING THE GAME

A. WATCH - Player
- Principles of play

- Specific Role
- Tactical Signals

- Team Strategy
- Purpose of the play
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME
A. WATCH - Coach

- Attitude of players
- Fitness
-Technical Performance
-Decision Making
-Support Play
-Finishing/Defending

Rafael B E N Í T E Z
„To know what to do in
different situation is the
key"
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MAJOR TRENDS
The Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME

A. WATCH - Coach

• The Group Play
• The Team Play

• The Opposition Play
• The Referee
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DEFENDERS

- Read the passes

- Block the opponent

- Make the interception

- Anticipate the runs

ATTACKERS

- See the opportunities

- Read the opponent

- Disguise the intention

- Avoid of offside
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME
B.ANTICIPATION – Player

-Recognise Situation

-Assess Situation

-Assess TE-TA Solution

-Anticipate Movement
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME
C. INTERPET - Player

Knowledge of the G.

Understanding of the G. 

LAWS/Behaviour

Concentration
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the game

DURING THE GAME

D. DECISION - Coach

Making the Decision

H O W ?

DURING THE GAME

D.DECISION - Coach

BAD DECISION?

NO DECISION
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Reading the Game

DURING THE GAME

D. DECISION-Referee
- A Foul?
- A Tackle?
- A Dive?
- A Fall
- An Offside?!
- A Penalty?!

Specific Circumstances
Consider :

- The Scoreline
- Match Significance
- People Influence
- Weather/Infrastruc./
- Laws/Cards issued
- Previous/ Incidents



Z.M.Sivek:Development of the 
Game and Major Trends,07/07

Seneca Soccer Association (SSA)
40

MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS- Reading the Game

AFTER THE GAME

• ANALYSIS 
• EVALUATION
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS- Reading the Game

AFTER THE GAME

Marcelo LIPPI:

WHAT
ACTUALLY

HAPPENED
AND

W   H   Y   ?!
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Defense

• Zonal Back 4

• Three-Man Defence

• Sreening Player/s/

• More cautious appr.

• More compact
defensive block

• Disadvantage at
passive

• Offside position
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MAJOR TRENDS
Tactics-Transition from Def. to Att.

• Ball curculation

• Running with the ball
• Dribbling with the ball

• One touch play
• Deep penetration

• Midfield playmakers
• Diagonal Switch

• Flanks
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MAJOR TRENDS 
TACTICS - Attack

GENERALLY

• Combination play
• Counter-attack

• Flank attackers
• Diagonal Passes

• Solos
• Long range shooting

• Set plays

BEATING THE BLOCK

- Wing Play
- Direct Running

- Fast Combos
- Long Balls

- Speed and Mobility
- The Solist



Z.M.Sivek:Development of the 
Game and Major Trends,07/07

Seneca Soccer Association (SSA)
45

MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Counter Attacking

C O U N T E R S

• Classic

• Collective

• Solo

CLASSIC -The ball is play

long to one/two attckers,in a big
space,against a few defenders

COLLECTIVE-a group of

players attack at pace,with direct,
fluid combos

SOLO-an individual action,

direct running with the ball,
and solo finishing
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS - Counter Attacking

KEY FEATURES

• Transition Speed

• Direct Play

• Fast Finishing
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MAJOR TRENDS
Tactics-Transition from Att. to Def.
FORCHECKING

PRESSING the Ball

PRESSING the Space

PRESSING

Collectively
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MAJOR TRENDS
TACTICS-Formation

Effectivity + Success

- Structure of a team

- Balance within a team

- Efficient use of player
potential
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MAJOR TRENDS
Physical Fitness

• Speed

• Endurance

• Flexibility

• Power

• Klinsmann
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MAJOR TRENDS
PSYCHOLOGY

• RESIST TO STRESS

• MOTIVATION

• WORK  WITH
TOP PLAYERS

• B.Beswick
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MAJOR TRENDS
Success – what made the difference?

• A Great Coach

• Special Players
• A Winning Mentality

• Outstanding Fitness
• Effective System

• Elegant Style
. Approach to Fans

• Fair Play
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CONCLUSION

GOOD LUCK

AND

GREAT SOCCER !


